
  
  
  
  
  
May, 2018 
 
Dear Middle School Families, 
  
As we celebrate the end of another wonderful school year, we turn our attention to the joys 
of summer vacation and excitement of the year ahead. In an effort to bridge the transition 
and help students keep their minds and skills sharp in the coming months, the Middle 
School faculty and administration have developed a summer work program, which will 
ensure that students pick up in September where they leave off in June.  
 
All of the information and resources highlighted below will be accessible through SPSG’s 
Learning Management System (LMS). SPSG uses a learning management system for all 
content related to student academics. This includes course pages and information about 
special opportunities and events, such as our Raising Digital Citizens and Real World 
Experiences programs. This also includes all student summer assignments starting June 
15. Please see the Tech, Logins, and Online Content at SPSG letter or log on to our website at 
www.spsfg.org/tech for links, tutorials, and additional information. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to our team at techteam@spsfg.org. 
 
Accessing work on the LMS 
Once logged in to the LMS, locate the “Middle School Information” tab, select “Summer 
Assignments” from the dropdown menu, and locate your 2018-2019 grade’s folder under 
resources. Within that folder you will find subfolders for, English/Humanities, Math, and 
Technology. Each will have more detailed instructions, resources, and links.  
 
English Summer Reading and Written Component 
Each SPSG student also has assigned summer reading for her English/Humanities class. 
She can read any digital or print edition of her book. Families are responsible for purchasing 
their summer reading books. Faculty will dedicate time to the discussion of the assigned 
summer reading in September, and thus books and written work should be completed 
before returning to school.   
 
Grade 5 Humanities:   

•   Time Cat by Lloyd Alexander 
•   One student choice selection 
•   No written component 

 
Grade 6 Humanities:   

•   The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich 
•   One student choice selection 

Sixth graders are asked to write a letter to their sixth grade Humanities teacher, Mrs. Gill 
or Ms. Mickle. In their letter, students should describe an adventure that they had this 
summer. Letters may be mailed to the school or handed in during warm-up week. 

 
 
 



Grade 7 English 
•   Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Miller 
•   One choice selection from list provided 

 
Grade 8 English 

•   Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 
 
Grade 8 Honors  

•   Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 
•   One student choice selection 

Between August 8 and September 5, students should log on to the LMS and go to their 
English class page to see a discussion question(s) about their summer reading book 
posted by their teacher.  Girls should respond appropriately and comment on two other 
students’ posts before the first day of school.   

Summer Math Work 

In order to help students retain the information they have learned and prepare for the 
upcoming school year, the math department has coordinated summer work packets for each 
course. The summer work provides an opportunity for the girls to review important 
mathematical ideas and supports our goal of providing the girls with the best possible tools 
to be successful in their mathematics journey.  These summer packets will be posted on the 
Learning Management System (LMS) and are required for all students to 
complete.  Summer math packets will be collected on the first day of school and students 
will earn a grade based on their work. Summer packets will be available on the LMS by 
June 15th. 

Summer Typing Work 
As typing is an essential 21st century skill, we will continue with our summer typing 
program to ensure our students are prepared for computer use in and outside of school. 
According to research, students in the middle school years should be able to type 17-35 
words per minute (depending on grade level). Therefore, we are asking students to work on 
their typing skills for 2-3 hours throughout this summer to increase their typing fluency.  
 
In the spirit of SPSG’s Portrait of a Graduate, we hope that the coming months will provide 
opportunities for students to explore passions, unleash creativity, seek joy and balance, and 
take healthy risks, while nurturing a lifelong love of learning.  We will look forward to 
welcoming our 5th and 6th grades for Warm Up Week as well as welcoming everyone back for 
Kenzie Day on August 28 where we will also hold grade level parent meetings to orient 
parents for the year ahead.   
 
Wishing you a happy and healthy summer vacation, 
 
Montanna Wilson 
Middle School Head 
 


